
Buescher Trumpets 
Elkhart, Indiana 

 Ferdinand A. Buescher (bisher) started as an apprentice for Conn in 1876 and by 1888 had 
become a foreman there. He later starts a metal shop which became Buescher Manufacturing 
Co. in 1894 then incorporated as Buescher Band Instrument Co. in April of 1904. This is an 
attempt to show a history of the trumpets this company produced from 1894 until 1963 when 
they were purchased by Selmer. Photos are from Horn-u-copia.net unless otherwise marked. 

1909 Catalog illustration, Model 5 in Bb, Epoch design 
This is the earliest trumpet that I have found so far. 

 

An undated catalog c.1910 shows this trumpet mouthpiece size 6-1/2. 

 

6 = medium cup 

6-1/2 = shallow cup 

6A = Courtois model 

6B = Artist’s model 

7 = deep cup 

Model 5 with Epoch design, #1493x, c.1911 (Horn-u-copia.net) 

 



#18xxx, c.1913 

 

Model 8 Trumpet from 1913 Catalog 

 

New England model 8, #3014x, c.1916 

 

New England model 8, #31xxx, c.1916 

 



Model 5, Epoch design, #37xxx, c.1918 

 

The 1918 catalog has the new Model 9 trumpet first shipped to dealers in late 1917. 

 

 

1920 ad for New Model 9 Grand Trumpet 

 

1921 Catalog drawing for Model 9 Grand 

 



1921 Model 9 illustration 

 

1921 Model 11 illustration 

 

Model 12, #11947x, c.1922 

 

Model 10, #126xxx, c.1922 (auction photo) 

 



1922 Catalog Images 

Model 9 

 

Model 10-22 

 

Model 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Model 13, #13030x, c.1923 (Horn-u-copia.net) 

 

Model 10-22-A, #14375x, c.1924 

 

Model 10, #14469x, c.1924 

 

Model 9, #14994x, c.1924 (author’s photo) 

 



Model 9, #150xxx, c.1924 (auction photo) 

 

Model 9 #1647xx c.1924 (author’s photo) 

 

Model 10, #1737xx, c.1924 (author’s photo) 

 

Cornet #177724 is sold new in 1925 

 

 



Gold plated & fully engraved model 9, #17777x, c.1925 (author’s collection) 

 

 



 

 

 



Model 13, #18151x, c.1925 

 

Model 10-22-R, #21052x, c.1926 (auction photo) 

 

Model 9, #214xxx, c.1926 (MetzlerBrass.com) 

 

1926 Catalog Images 

Model 9 

 



Model 10-22 

 

Model 11 

 

Model 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Buescher advertises a new Professional Trumpet in 1927 

 

Model 10-22-A, #227295, c.1927 (auction photo) 

 



1928 Catalog Images – this year changes to the new three-digit model numbers. 

Model 200 (old #8) 

 

Model 202 (old #9) 

 

Model 204 (old #10) 

 

 

 

 

 



Model 206 (old #11) 

 

Model 208 (old #12) 

 

Model 210 (old #13) 

 

 

 

 

 



Model 212 (old #10-22-A) 

 

Model 214 (old #10-22-B) 

 

Model 216 (old #10-22-R) 

 

 

 

 



Buescher announces the new Aristocrat models in 1929 

 

Model 232 Aristocrat in 1931 (230 = S bore; 232 = M; 234 = L) 

 

Custom Built model, #2686xx, c.1932 

 

 



1933 Catalog Images 

Model 210 in C with Bb/A slide 

 

Model 212 

 

Model 232 Aristocrat 

 

 

 

 

 



Model 235 Custom Built Aristocrat 

 

Model 237, #2699xx, c.1932 (auction photo) 

 

Model 235, #270xxx, c.1933 (auction photo) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1935 Model 210 from Catalog 

 

1935 Models 212 & 232 from Catalog 

 

Buescher applies for a new valve block patent in February of 1937 which is the 400 design. 

The serial numbers with instruments saying “Pat. Apld. For” are in the 285xxx to 295xxx range. 

Model 225 (400), #285xxx, c.1937 

 



Model 225, #28767x, c.1937 (auction photo) 

 

Model 224 Bell Logo 

 

Model 225, #290xxx, c.1938 (BuescherLoyalist.com) 

 



Model 232 Aristocrat #291xxx, c.1938 (MetzlerBrass.com) 

 

Buescher is granted patent #2,132,329 in October of 1938 for the 400 design. 

The 400 model 225, #30048x, c.1940 (internet sale) 

 

Model 205, #30400x, c.1942 (auction photo) 

 

Model 235 Aristocrat, #30680x, c.1942 (author’s photo) 

 



1939 Catalog illustration for model 225, The 400 

 

1939 Custom model 237 

 

1939 Aristocrat model 

 

The new Duo-Cup mouthpieces shown here on the more expensive models came in four sizes. 

88B = medium deep cup 

88C = medium cup 

88D = medium shallow cup 

88E = shallow cup 

The Aristocrat mouthpieces were sizes 17 (0.64” dia x 0.5” deep) and 6CB (0.628” dia x 0.437” deep). 

 

 



The 400, #3073xx, c.1942 (author’s photo) 

 

Model 215 Aristocrat, #3235xx, c.1949 

 

Lightweight 400 model 228, #33214x, c.1950 (author’s photo) 

 

 

 

 



Model 244 Custom, #349xxx, c.1955 (auction photo) 

 

1954 Catalog Aristocrat model 207 

 

 

1954 Catalog Lightweight 400 model 217 

 

 

 

 



1954 Catalog 400 model 225 

 

The 400 model 225, #350xxx, c.1955 (auction photo) 

 

Super 400, #354xxx, c.1956 (auction photo) 

 

Unmarked model, #3703xx, c.1960 (author’s photo) 

 



Aristocrat model, #382xxx, c.1963 

 

Unmarked model, #4237xx, c.1965 (author’s photo) 

 


