Keefer Trumpets
Williamsport, PA

1909-1941

Although Henry Distin rarely built any trumpets, it seems that
Brua Keefer made at least a few shortly after taking over the
company in 1909. The earliest I have a record of is #828 and
marked with the early stamped “Highest Grade” logo.

The Weatherwax brothers toured the country in 1910-1917 and
used two Keefer Eb trumpets shown in this undated photo

A Ingtromental o |
Sinding’ Quartet |

There are only a few examples found before serial numbers
jump to 5000.




#6984 c.1913, This still carries the Highest Grade label carried
over from Distin. (auction photos below and #1 & 2 page 1)

#10368 with Union label & USQMC for a military contract c.1917
(author’s photos below, p1 #3 & #1&2 at right). In 1922,
this is referred to as the Stentor model.




#10618 Cabaret model c.1920 (Horn-u-copia.net)
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#11987 Cabaret model c.1921 (below & #1 at right)

1922 Trumpet ad — “Cabaret Caliber” name was used for
trombones as well

For all the effects of the cabarel and the dance, muled or openthroated, the KEEFER

Cabaret Caliber Trumpet {j}
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Askc for Catalog

® BRUA C. KEEFER MFC. CO,,




#12422 Cabaret model ¢.1923 (auction photo)

#10006 Keefer — Williams model ¢.1924 (auction photo next pg.)

This is the earliest example I have found, and they are
using a different serial number sequence which probably
started at 10000. These were designed by Brua Keefer Jr
and trumpet player Ernest Williams, who later founded
the Williams School of Music in Brooklyn. The 1924
catalog does not have these but a February 1925 ad says
the new trumpets were developed over the past year.




The bell engraving for #10006 at right is crudely done.

These were designed after the French Besson trumpets (below;
Robb Stewart photo)

1924 Catalog page showing the Stentor model trumpet which
looks just like the earlier Cabaret model.

#10033 Keefer-Williams model c.1925 (below & #2-3)




#13032 Stentor model c.1925 (auction photos below & #1 at r.)

#13131 Stentor model c.1925 (auction photos below & #2)

VIR A ) - -

1924 Catalog page showing the new “Harmonic” series
trumpets which were marked with three numbers: #1 for
Philharmonic (380z) for orchestra use, #2 for
Milharmonic (360z) for military use, and #3 for
Dansharmonic (320z) for dance bands. Along with these
were introduced the Maestro model mouthpieces in #1 for
medium cup and rim, #2 for medium cup and wide rim,
and #3 for shallow cup and medium rim.




#13181 Harmonic model c.1925 (auction photo)

Patent #1,555,086 was granted to Brua Keefer Jr and
worker Eugene Galetti on October 6th, 1925 with
assignment to the Keefer Co. This was a tuning slide
adjustment used on some trombones and trumpets. They
applied for this on May 29th, 1923 and although they don’t
show up in the 1924 catalog, they may have started using
them later that year. (photos 3 & 4 of #13350)




#13350 with new tuning slide adjustor and unique 15t slide trigger
c.1924 (auction photos below & #1 at right)

#13624 c.1925; a rare example with reversed 31 slide (auction
photo)

#13669 Philharmonic model #1 ¢.1926 in gold plate
(author’s collection below & #3 at right)




#10053 “JR-2” model c.1925 (auction photo)

#10056 c.1925 — marked “JR” & “2” on middle valve; the design
is like the Williams models but without the third slide ring;
pinky ring is a replacement & lead pipe has a repair collar;

shown with a Maestro model 1 mouthpiece; 0.435” bore,
4-11/16” bell, 19-1/4” long (author’s photos below & #1)

Original case, oil can, mouthpiece & Couesnon mute for #10060.

The case is stamped with the Bull’s Head Trademark with
F&F which dates this to between 1920 and 1928 when
Felsburg & Co. of Newark, NJ owned that mark.




#10098 c.1925 — Williams model also with “JR” (Brua Jr design?)
and “2” (auction photos below & #1 at right)

At this time, all trumpets appear to combine serial
numbers starting with 24000. The Stentor model seems to
have been dropped, the Harmonic trumpets go up to
13700, the “JR” model is dropped, and the Keefer —
Williams model goes up to 10098. There are no serial
numbers found in the 14000 to 18000 range and very few
in the 18000 to 22000 range with no trumpets except the
example above. In my dating, I have assumed a start for
the Williams model in 1924 with a steady production rate
up to 1930 then a slower rate through the Depression up to
1941.

#24000 Harmonic model c.1927 (below & #3)




#24074 Dansharmonic model #3 ¢.1927 (auction photo)

#24100 Keefer-Williams model c.1927. This has some of the
finest engraving ever done by Charles Otto. (below & #1)

#24405 Milharmonic #2 with a micro-tuner slide and new pinky
ring c.1928 (auction photo)




Here is another of the same design — serial number not known
(HUC)

Williams model — note the second slide angled forward, serial
number not known (auction)

#24480 Keefer-Williams #2 (0.438”) model ¢.1928 with
hammered bell. (auction photos below & #2-3 at right)




#24516 Williams #1 (0.458”) ¢.1928 is a rare example with the 3rd
slide ring on top. It also has separate Bb & A tuning slides
with oval braces. (author’s coll. below & #1-2 at right)

So far, I have recorded five from a short period when they created
a hand-hammered finish on the inside of the bell.

#24589 Dansharmonic #3 c¢.1928 (auction photo below & #3)




#24774 Keefer-Williams ¢.1929 (auction photos below & #1)

#24875 Harmonic #2 c.1929 with unique first slide saddle and
broken tuning adjuster. (auction photos below & #2-3)

I have no idea how that saddle is supposed to work!




#24932 Williams model c.1929 (auction photos below & #1-2)

#24968 Williams #1 model with 0.458” bore ¢.1929 (auction
photos below & #3 at right)




#25000 Keefer-Williams #3 c.1930 (below & #1 at right)

#25272 Williams #2 model c.1933 with forward 2nd valve slide
(auction photos below & #2-3 at right)




#25429 Keefer-Williams model ¢.1935 (HUC)




October 1929 ad in Boy’s Life magazine

#25521 Keefer-Williams Special model c.1937 (author’s photos :
below & #3-4 at right) ¥




#25552 Williams model c.1937 (auction photo)

#25733 Williams “JR” #2; 0.435” bore; 4.625” bell; 19.6” long
(author’s photos below & #2-3 at right)
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#31058 — Intonatic model — ¢.1941 - 0.465” bore (HUC); the
highest number I have found

Keefer Maestro Model 1 gold-plated mouthpiece. In 1924, the
Model 1 was a medium cup & rim, Model 2 was medium
cup with wide rim, & Model 3 was shallow cup with med.

rim. (author’s photo)

Long-time engraver Charles Otto at his bench in 1922.




Advertising / 1920-1928

October 1920 International Musician

Thée Keefer “Stentor” Trumpet in Bhiand A
| A brand-new model~22 12 inches in length

N an instant—in just time engugh to sound one
note—the player u:ed to stumpybllttl}e!'_'rlﬁxm—
: pets will be entirely captivated by this New

THE ,GREAT Z “Stentor"vTrumpet.
OHN HAZEL It is twenty-two and a half inches long! It is
J - : made that long to g]et proportions that givLc ll
soaring, esonant volume and a trumpety bril-
Well lcalcula:;:ld liance far and away superior to any trumpet ever
:‘;ng:n a;g; imf * before modeled. =

; It has that quality of blending with the wood-wind
‘;}":f,yt h,ﬁ,:,fd,‘,,'},’f, and string 1nstn_:ments—-7an has it developed to
will study them— a degree that will surprise you.
sent free with $20 cash and balance on ‘easy monthly payments!
every “Keefer” Full week’s trial allowed. Old insgggment may
Cornet or Trum- be traded in as part payment. Complete catalog
mailed free to any address. a

BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO.

The World’s Largest Producer of Highest Grade Band Instruments
BRUA C KEEFER, President WILLIAMSPORT, PA.

January 1921 International Musician

THE “STENTOR” TRUMPET
Full 22V Inches In length

OHN HAZEL, PARIS CHAMBERS AND
THEIR PUPIL, BRUA C. KEEFER, JR.

‘This is the trio that worked out every contour and pro-
portion of the dulcet-toned Stentor Trumpet. Both
Chambers and Hagzel tutored Brua C. Keefer, Jr. in
music, after he had mastered theoretic acoustics and
physics (among other things) in the best universities
of the Bast. With the Test Room of the Keefer Shops
as their studio, and the whole plant practically at the
disposal of these two great soloists and teachers, every
nook and corner and tool and material in which was fa-
miliar to Brua C., Jr., it 18 no wonder such a magnifi-
cently-formed and gorgeously-intoned Trumpet resulted.
Five hundred of the best men in the profession bought
Stentor Trumpets in four months—that tells you!

$20uﬂ:hfﬂuﬂitmmthﬂﬂum terms it s
::m-t:’mﬁw.mmmt Catalog Free

Brua C. Keefer M g. C

The World’s Largest Producer of Highest Grade Band
BRUA C KEEFER, Presidest WILLIAMSPORT, PA.




May 1923 International Musician

Model 1, Concert Band and §; Weight 2 Ibs., 6 oz.

hree New Keefer Trumpets

Model 2, Military Band and Orchestra; Weight 2 Ibs., 4 oz.

Model 3, Dance Band and Light Orchestra; Weight 2 Ibs.

OR solo, ensemble, symphony or dance; for fox-trot or military
march. For anything and everything the trumpeter ever has
to do, this model in three weights offers just the right instrument

Model 1 has lots of resistance, a powerfully pealing tone that has
never been equaled for actual brilliancy and splcmlur For solo or
concert band or symphony ensemble we'll match it against anything
the world has produced.

Model 2 is a business player's trumpet. It is equally at Home in
military march or fox-trot, and light enough so the average job is
never tiring.

Model 3 will be our big seller. It is—we guarantee—the lightest
and ecasiest blowing trumpet made today. It is designed for dance

5 T g, 2

SRl
3

band and orchestra. Its light weight prevents tired arms and wrists

and makes it easy blowing. Tt blows as lightly with the mute as
hout it. It has a mag; t quality of tone muted as well as open,
intonation in all ke; wonderfully accurate,

Ii you're a dance man, here’s a model made to your specifications,
one with a smackingly pealing tone, particularly bright in the npper
register and resonantly sweet in the lower register, and one you've
never met the equal of in easy blowing. 1f you're a business pla
Model 2 will give you finer tone and r work. If you're a soloist,
or play in cancert band or grand orchestra where rests are plentiful,
Model 1 will change your ideas on solo trumpet construction

Either one or any two sent on trial.

Old instrument may be
traded in. Time terms madé easy.

Ask for catalog and price list,

BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO, Williamsport, Pa.

DEALERS WITH STORES:
WRITE FOR OPEN TERRITORY AND TRADE TERMS

CHICAGO REPRESENTATIVES
BURCH & PONDER, 339 S. Wabash Avenue

November 1923 International Musician

KEEFER DAN

CE BRASSES

IN CABARET CALIBER

To PRODUCE PERFECTION
tubing threagh-
o eantngs.
auick  changs

1 plitens.
i

Tmpe  Weight 2 pounds scant

Tha transtormation of tho dance orcheslra from a string instrument to a

wind aated ai demand for light-blowing Trumpets,
Trombones, Allur"hl)nu! und EB}) Basses.

Bragses 4 man is called upon to play through a danee program running
from 8 P. M. to as late as 2 or 3 A. M. must be easy in embouchure, easy blow-
ing, light in weight, convenient in hand-hold, even In balance and, of course,
true in tune and beautiful in tone.

2 Keefer “Cabaret Caliber" Trumpets, Cornets and Trombones are especially
modeled to meet these specifications, and with Keefer Altophones and BBj

wE
HAVE

Keefer Dansharmonic Trumpet
For Dance Band and Light Orchestra

Cur tautribeims b our s

baro avery Instrument part
o e inurument us neuly pertet
a5 possib

Wagnerphones they offer the dance orchestra a selection of instruments that
cannot be equaled by any other maker.

Rapuano Mutes made especially to fit Keefer Cornets, Trumpets and Trom-
bones—and that really do fit and hold tight in the be ow that we have left
nothing undone that would add to the effectiveness of Keefer Cabaret Caliber
Instruments or to the comfort or convenience of the men who play them.

mee orchestra players express a preference for a two-gauge,
non-reversible slide. They find that when the upper slide is nar-
rawer In gauge thun the lower llde, the Trombons 1s more tractabte,
more easy to put through all the popular legitimate and illegitimate
jazz effects,

For any effect, from a “smear” or laugh to a blooey “blue” refrain, the
Keefer Cabaret Caliber Trombone will prove a hit with any Trombone player
and with any audience.

Ask for complete Keefer catalog,
ment may be traded in.

ith easy terms given. Your old instru-

BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO. Williamsport, Pa.

CHICAGO REPRESENTATIVES: BURCH
WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE: GEORGE E. BRENNER, SEATTLE

& PONDER, 339 8. WABASH AVENUE

CALIFORNIA REPRESENTATIVE: HENRI R. WELCH, OAKLAND




January 1924 International Musician

Light French Trumpet Brass--Easy to Blow

T0 PRODUCE PERFECTION
~Seamless tubing throuch
ot

~—single ralve casloge.
visible qulek  change

n A
4.—Nickel steel platans.

S—Finet Freoh T WeIght 2 pounds scant
Do,

HE old argument as to whether heavy brass makes a
hard-blowing instrument and light brass an easy-
blowing instrument has its answer here.

In this 2-pound Trumpet lightness of weight and light-
ness of blowing are worked out to perfection.

The man who liked a very heavy model for solo work
with band, and now finds dance work puts too much strain
on his lip and wind—he’ll find this model JUST WHAT
HE WANTS.

In every key it is finely in tune and has a tone-quality

No piece wort
Ho coniract work
rument. urried
i
Keefer Dansharmonic Trumpet
For Dance Band and Light Orchestra

that chimes beautifully with dance orchestra instrumenta-
tion—Banjo, Sax >, Muted or open, it is the finest
Dance Trumpet imaginable.

You'll say it's a labor-saver if you'll give it six days’ trial
before you make a decision whether to buy it or not. We
allow you the six days’ trial free.

Ask for our new just-off-press catalog, with prices, casy
terms, etc, and showing illustrations of this same model in
two other weights, up to 2 paunds, 6 ounces, besides all the
Keefer Band Instruments down to BBp ‘Wagnerphone, the
best Bass for Band or Orchestra.

BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO. Williamsport, Pa.

CHICAGO REPRESENTATIVES: BURCH & PONDER, 339 S. WABASH AVENUE

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE: GEORGE E. BRENNER, SEATTLE

CALIFORNIA REPRESENTATIVE: HENRI R. WELGH, OAKLAND

March 1924 International Musician

This is the first mention of an Eb trumpet.

To PRODUCE PERFECTION
1L—Seamless tublng through-
.
2—8ingle valse eastnes
3—Ineistble  quick  changs

© A
4.—Niekal stenl plstons,

St Freot Thmpe  Welaght 2 pounds scant
‘Brass

The Keefer Dansharmonic Trumpet in Cabaret Caliber

RENCH Trumpet Brass—the same kind that

F made famous the Trumpets of the early

French makers, noy all passed away. That,

to start with, is the firm foundation of the fine tone
of Keefer Harmonic Trumpets.

Then the fine proportions, the eclear hore
through the valves, and the accurate workman-
ship, partieularly in tuning the valve slides and in
the fitting of the short-drop pumps.

Harmonie Trumpets come in three weights—
2 1bs. for Dance Work (the Dansharmonic Model);
2 Ihs. 4 oz. for Band and Orchestra players (the
Milharmonic Model), and 2 Ibs. 6 oz. for Symphony
and Coneert Band and Solo Work (the Philhar-
moniec Model).

* gmall hore.

o
For Dance Band and Light Orchestra bave erery instrument and evry part
s pansible.

We also have a little Colorature Soprano
Trumpet, weighing 1 Ib. 8 oz, with the shortest
drop action ever made. Very high-toned and very ,
Fine for dance or record orchestra.
Ask about it,

Whatever your line of work, -one of these
models will save your wind, your lip, ease the work
of keeping your emhouchure in the pink of condi-
tion, and give you a tone the like of which you’ve
never heard before.

Ask for special folders or complete Keefer
Catalog. Easy terms will be made you and your
present Trumpet may be turned in as part
payment.

BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO., Williamsport, Pa.

CHICAGO REPRESENTATIVES: BURCH & PONDER, 330 8. WABASH AVENUE

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE: GEORGE E. BRENNER, SEATTLE

CALIFORNIA REPRESENTATIVE: HENRI R. WELCH, OAKLAND




May 1924 International Musician

THREE BORES---THREE WEIGHTS OF METAL

IN TRUMPETS

Boa=

Small Bore, Medium Bore, Large Bore—
2 Ibs., or 2 lbs. and 4 oz, or 2 Ibs, and 6 oz., in Trumpets.
Trombones with Bell 6, 614 or 7 inches, and correspond-
ing weights. For dance work in lightest weight, for busi-
ness players in band and orchestra in medium weight, for
solo and symphony players in heaviest weight.

No matter which line you specialize in, Keefer Bench-

AND IN TROMBONES

Made Instruments will suit you hetter than the mail-
order kind made in thousands for amateurs. Keefer
instruments cost a little more than most makes—because
they are a whole lot better than most makes. Tf fine tone,
accurate tuning, perfect workmanship and easy blowing
interest you. ask for the Keefer catalog and have a
Keefer sent you for trial. ¥
L Everything from Trumpets to Tubas. Easy terms

made. Present instrument traded in. Write for

details. If you want to be our agent among profes-
sional players, ask for information,

G

BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO. Williamsport, Pa.

CHICAGO REPRESENTATIVES: BURCH & PONDER, 339 S. WABASH AVENUE

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE: GEORGE E. BRENNER, SEATTLE

The Dance Band with a good Brass Team (Trumpets
and Trombone and Tuba) generally collars all the good
summer jobs,

‘When the Brasses are Keefer there can be no ques-
tion of their excellence. First, they are made to play
together. They are affinities in weight of metal, peculiari-
ties of bore and character of tone.

The Dansharmonic Trumpet '(weight but 2 lbs.,
scant) and the Dansharmonic Trombone (614 to 714 inch
bell) go so well together that there’s no eomparing them
with any other “‘battery.”” They are light, sweet-toned,

" GALIFORNIA REPRESENTATIVE: HENRI R. WELCH, OAKLAND

10 cE
PERFECTION

—Sexmloes ting throughout.
—Single vaire casings
e

easy to blow and have been balanced with a view to being
used with the mutes.

The BBb Bass we make for Dance Band—the Wag-
nerphone—comes in all sizes of bell up to 30 inches.

If you're playing dance jobs, ask about our Dance
Brasses, in Cabaret Caliber. If you're playing in Brass
Band, ask about our Harmonie Trumpets and Trombones.
Complete catalog will be sent on request, showing every-

thing, including Saxophones, Drums, ete.

Easy Terms Made. Professional Agents
d in Write us.

BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO. Williamsport, Pa.

CHICAGO REPRESENTATIVES: BURCH & PONDER, 339 S. WABASH AVENUE

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE: GEORGE E. BRENNER, SEATTLE

CALIFORNIA REPRESENTATIVE: HENRI R. WELCH, OAKLAND




August 1924 International Musician

' SOLO TRUMPET FOR CONCERT BAND

- AND FOR SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Good, heavy gauge French Trumpet Brass, a bore of‘
considerable calibre and an action that is short and light,
all combine to make the Keefer Philharmonic Trumpet
the finest Trumpet for Concert Band and Symphony
Orchestra.

It is an instrument for the man who knows his busi-
ness and knows Trumpets, and wants the best there is.

T0 PRODUCE
PERFECTION

1. —Seamles tibing roughous.
3.—siagle valve easings.
e Bt G
usE

m | i Niekel steel pls
et Prends Tramoet True.

; KEEFER
PHILHARMONIC TRUMPET

Fo_slees work—srey ostrument
day wark

It costs a few dollars more than the average Trum- *
pet, and it’s worth it !

‘We'll send it, or the Keefer Philharmonic Trombone,
on trial in competition with every similar instrument on
the market. Old instrument may be traded in. Ask for

catalog and Easy Terms schedule.

Easy Term. Mmle. meemonal Agents

in Write us.

'BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO, Wllhamsport, Pa,

CHICAGO REPRESENTATIVES: BURCH & PONDER, 339 8. WABASH AVENUE

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE: GEORGE E. BRENNER, SEATTLE CALIFORNIA REPRESENTATIVE: HENRI R. WELCH, OAKLAND

#13669 (author’s collection)

This trumpet is marked “No.1”, which would imply the
heaviest, large-bore Philharmonic model. The actual bore
is 0.435”. The threaded tuning adjuster was patented in
October of 1925 and doesn’t show up in advertising in the
above examples from 1924.

Summary of Harmonic Series models from advertising:

Model Bore Weight
#1 L (0.458”) 380z
#2 M (0.4487?) 36 0z
#3  S(0.435") 320z

Name
Philharmonic
Milharmonic
Dansharmonic

Was #13669 marked wrong? The weight is 33.5 oz without
the mouthpiece, which puts it between #2 & #3. This may
be a #3 model with added weight coming from the tuning
slide adjuster.

Trumpet #24181 is marked “1” and has a 0.458” bore.




September 1924 International Musician

The earliest ad showing the tuning adjuster.

Earnest Williams played this model during the 1923-1924 winter

concerts with the Philadelphia Orchestra.

KEEFER HARMONIC TRUMPET

The Greatest Trumpeter in the World
ERNEST S. WILLIAMS

ERNEST S. WILLIAMS
Enroute with Conway’s

Ernest S. Williams has traveled and played Trumpet in all the
European nations as well as many of the Asiatic and the African
nations. In his travels and performances he has had every oppor-
tunity of trying out every instrument of quality, not only in this
country, but in every other country abroad, and without reserva-
tion he pronounces the Keefer 'I‘rmnpet the peer of them all. Mr.
‘Williams was for six years the Solo T: P of the Philadelphi;

Uses and endorses the Keefer Harmonic Trumpet and pronounces if, without reserva-
tion, the greatest Trumpet that has ever been produced, either in this country or abroad

New York, N. Y., August 13, 1924
BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO., Williamsport, Pa.

Gentlemen: 1 tried your Harmonlo Trampet most thoroughly during the
wiiitns: oitatts of W Phisdeluila Orchoetrn, -] Jound Ti the mont Jeeet
Trumpet for Symphony Orchestra that 1 have ever blown. I tried it in the con-
certs of the Goldman Batd, outdoors, and with the Pat Conway Band, outdoors.
It Is as fine an instrument for Band as for Orchestra, and for both it is

Symphony Orchestra, without doubt America’s foremost orchestra.
He has also been first Trumpeter with Pat Conway's Band, first
Trumpet with the State Symphony Orchestra of New York and
also first Cornetist with Goldman’s Band, New York, and with
Sousa’s Band, and he has been pronounced by the New York World
“The Superlative Trumpeter of the World.” He writes:

HE Keefer Harmonic Trumpet will be sent to

any Trumpeter for six days' free trial. No matter
what Trumpet you now use, we agree that the
Harmonic must be better or you send it back.
Whether you are in a big Symphony Orchestra or

BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO,,

Concert Band

Chicago Representative: IURCH & PONDER, 339 So. Wabash
Calife

Washington Representative: GEORGE E. BRENNER, Seattle

makes mo difference. Har-

monic Trumpet is the very finest Trumpet L 54 WEi et 0F blowin
prove its vast superlority in the best musical organi-
sations, Ask for the Keefer Catalog and let us send
you this Trumpet on trial. Yowll enthuse over its

superior to the Buropean Trumpet I have used for s and 80
far abead of other American Trumpets that there is really no comparison. You
have made a wonderful Trumpet and I unhesitatingly advise all my friends and
professional musicians generally to give it a trial and be convinced, as I have
been, that you are making the finest Trumpet today.

Very truly yours,
ERNEST 8. WILLIAMS, Enroute with Conway’s Band.
flery brilllancy, its solid, pealing, carrying tone, its
its accurate intonation in the
high and low registers. Write us about it, We'll tell

you all the GREAT men who are now playing it in g
preference to all other Trumpets.

Williamsport, Pa.

ue
ia Representative: HENRI R. WELCH, Oakland

§ Williame, Con

o 6k e wik (s Cowway Hewd.

KEEFER HARMONIC TlUﬁPﬂT

PAT CONWA

Most Popular Bandmaster of Today

Supreme Head of the Brass Department at Ithaca Conservatory of Music

USES AND HIGHLY RECOMMENDS

Keefer Band Instruments

What PAT CONWAY says you should read—and think about.

Pat Conway knows

band instruments from experience as a performer, from observation as a leader of one
of the finest bands, and from every-day contact with all brands and makes of instru-
ments at Tthaca Conservatory. What he says covers the whole ground of instrument
making today. Read it:

Brua C. Keefer Mfg. Co.

Gentlemen: I have always found it advisable to recognize
merit wherever found—in a pupil, a musician or in an instrument.
The art of wind instrument making has always had a fascinating
interest for me and I have always endeavored to have my players
use the finest instruments procurable.

It seems to me today that the several large factories have car-
ried quantity production almost too far in the direction Henry
Ford traveled with car manufacture, with the result that we have
many Tin Lizzie horns today and few Rolls-Royce quality instru-
ments.

The Keefer instruments in my organization strike me as the
best I have ever directed. My Soloist, Ernest Williams, has never

produced such fine tone and so well exhibited his fine technic as
on the Keefer Trumpet. Other instruments of your manufacture,
down to the Bell-ups, are equally meritorious. It is my candid
opinion that your product merits the investigation of every man
‘whose living and reputation depend upon his hp and wind.

‘Write for special circulars on any instrument—Trumpet, Cor-
net, Trombone, Tuba—anything. Or ask for the Keefer Catalog.
‘We'll allow you six days’ trial of any instrument and guarantee to
excel any instrument you now have or can get elsewhere—or we’ll
pay the return elmrgea Sureiy thls w&rrants your tuking a cue
from the greatest b ‘Writ
right now,

BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO., Williamsport, Pa.

Chicago Representative: BURCH & PONDER, 339 So. Wabash Avenue

Washington Repres : GEORGE E. BRENNER, Seattle

California Representative: HENRI R. WELCH, Oakland
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The Gloria Trumpeters

The Most Famous Brass Quarfette of the Present Day
They Use and Enthusiastically Endorse
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er_field),

fomm Sofer Harmons M.‘;.,.Z"':.‘“" E’."""
Frampet {i yours « dance player),
Ty aster instro
n Tms wnen lo desired.
Ask for catalogs, Free trial Blanks, Euryfiie
Terms, Schedules, etc.

Williamsport, Pa.
Chicago Representative:

Washington Representative:
ALBERT E. ADAMS, Seattle, Wash.
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Brua €. Keefer Mfg. Co.

JNO. A. BURCH, 339 50. Wabash Avenue

KEEFER “HARMONIC” TRUMPET
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The new Keefer-Williams trumpet developed in the last year.

Something _New—éA Perfect Trumpet !

ERNEST 5. WILLIAMS

THE KEEFER-WILLIAMS MODEL. MADE IN THREE DIFFERENT BORES—LARGE, MEDIUM, SMALL

OLLABORATING with Mr. Ernest S.
‘Williams in the past year, we have suc-
ceeded in developing a Trumpet that

we believe to be truly great. Mr. Williams
(and let us say right here that he, too, as a
Trumpeter, is truly great) had for years
made a hobby of collecting the best Trum-
.pets and Cornets of all countries of both
modern and the earlier day craftsmen. He
studied each one, noting its best points and
by what means obtained. Gradually he
arrived at a conclusion as to what methods,

gauges, tempers, proportions and construe- =

tion gave the finest results.
He had almost concluded to build a Trum-

pet himself, but realizing the expense in-
volved, hesitated. Just at this period he
chance met Brua C. Keefer, and the result
of their conference led him to believe that if
anyone could carry out his ideas to an ideal
finish it was that one man. Mr. Willlams
spent much time at the Keefer plant, where
he was further impressed by the conscien-
tiousness of the workmen and the intelli-
gence put into their work, They built and
tested perhaps fifty Trumpets, each time
getting closer to the goal, until finally they
attained to what had hithertofore been to
Mr. Williams but a dream of perfection:—
THE PERFECT TRUMPET.

Under the name of Keefer-Williams model, we offer to Trumpeters seeking such an instrument this Trumpet, of which Mr. Williams says:

Mr. Brua C. Keefer, President.
My dear Mr. Kaefer:

I received the completed Trumpets and put them
through every test with the Band, the Orchestra, in
can say posi-

Solo, Radio, and Recording Work,
tively they have met every test magnificently.

They have a tone that is pure and clear in every
note; a carrying power ‘that makes practicable the
most delicate planissimo, and an action that is both
light and unfailing. Added to these qualities, I find
them to have the brilliance of the best American
Trumpets, combined with the firm, compact tone of a

well-known English make, plus the velvet of the

French, and beyond this a flexibility found only in

the finest instruments fashioned by the slow, skilled

artisans of the past. A flexibility that permits the

‘bending of a tone, without losing its quality, to m.g
of other in

the
nﬂ:h-lu-

Six Days’ Trial Allowed—Get the Bore You Prefer and Try It Out—No Obligation Whatever

BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO., WILLIAMSPORT, PA.

Chicage Representative: JOHN A. BURCH, 339 So. Wabash Avenue

Warhington Representative: ALBERT E. ADAMS, Seattle, Wash.

What’s interesting here is that all the early ads from 1925
and 1926 show a first slide saddle, something not found on
any K-W model and only once on a Harmonic model

#24875.
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NOT ONLY THE BEST — BUT THE BEST FOR 'YOU!

In Trumpets, we offer you this wonderful model
—practically designed by Ernest 8. Williams, and
used and recommended by him. It is a big improve-
ment on anything ever before made, here or abroad,
and is used by Ernest 8. Williams in preference to
all other Trumpets. It comes in three bores, and this,
with the care we take to fit each instrument to the
player and to his work, makes this the best buy in
Bb Trumpets ever offered to the professional man.

ment, you're like the chap we miet a short time ago Wl

N . layl ard blow™ afts nothe
monic), made to please Gardell Simons, and made to et s Tastommnt: Dustoms. 'w" '«“m“k make

S - # e & - i ual study of his requirements. we sele cleml for hlm
his specifications—and used by him in the Philadel- o lastrument that fited his type of PlaTing—his Kind of Werk—
phia Orchestra. It is unlike all other Trombones in Nor he 1s eetting perfect reaults—with less effort and real

satisfaction.

many ways. Itis NOT built of the same gauge Drass 1om st so cnrme i yo Tumt i the asestiomairs Baow

n a)me‘m-nI? to you ' Just fll in the questionnaire below
: and wo winl 5 o With an instrument suited to your
from mouthpiece to bell, as are other Trombones. e neade. P;E) p::’ ‘b chosen Bfter & careful Analyals of your
Variations in gauge give it resistance where resist-
ance is required, and take away resistance where R NTRONSAINE

£ F e g e Make of Instrument you are now using...
resistance isn’t desirable—giving the clearest-toned, How many years have you played?

" ‘What Is your age?. ; 5
easxest -playing, fine Trombone ever built. s e e S
What work do you do stly ?—
Catalog Free\ Danos Theatre T
3 What bore have you been using?—

Small......... Medium Large.....

What particular difficulty are you having

In Trombones, we offer this model [(the Philhar- o e e e b e ot o B el il

BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO,, - - - Williamsport, Pa.
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ALMOST MADE TO YOUR OWN ORDER!

So far as bore and bell and mouthpiece and model go,
we practically make your instrument to the specifications
you send us in the questionnaire opposite. But so far as the
general tone quality, accuracy of intonation and general
musical excellence and reliability are concerned, the two
models pictured here depend for their fine qualities upon the
co-operation—at our factory—of the great Trumpeter,
Ernest Williams, of the Philadelphia Orchestra, and Gardell
Simons, the renowned trom-
‘bonist of the same orchestra.
And whether you special-
ize in dance work, or theatre
orchestra, or band work, or
even symphony work, we're certain to fit your requirements, you aps one of the men Who can't seem to get a good Inatru-
Nothing so fine is made either in this country or abroad '"“““ Polye Uk the akap W NC S AEOE St e Y S
as these two models. Both the famous musicians men- 2ol T the ‘instrument business. o make an
mm!t‘]’ DI'BCHBFA"ﬁ’ designed these models for their OWN use, T virartnt That Pricd hie time of Playing-—hie Kind
any they, as well as many others, say nothing approachin; L T s OWN DRI
them can be bought anywhev‘eqthat 135 nea.rlygm pﬁ‘;ne. 8 . B e e
We allow full week’s trial, take your old INSrUmMent o o, e e e L et onnsire et
at its full market value, and make the terme accommodat-  and we wil supply you with an Instrument oulied to v
ingly easy. Write for catalog showing the complete Keefer
line, including everything down to Mammoth BBb Basses.
No matter what instrument you play, we make it better QUE'STIONNAIR[
than any you are likely to get elsewhere, We make instru- Malke of Instrument you are now using
ments for the profession and for talented amateurs, and we How many years have you played?........
do not comb the country for beginners’ business, so you What I your age?. e ot
may be sure we have something entirely out of the ordinary e “;‘d”""“d"’" "‘l',*“, —Aleginr- —Btrovg.
in quality. Write right now. e e
. Band....... SYOPHORT ...
What bore have you been using?—

ar partic:
heeds. This will be chosen after a Caretul anaivais of your
AnSwers by experts

Small....... Large........
4% What particular difficulty are you having?.
GARDELL SIMONS — —
ist Trombone, Philadelphia
Symphony Orchastra
Formerly with S
iy, Prior_and
Bands
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By this time, the design has changed to one matching a
majority of the examples found: a bottom third slide ring
and straight brace for the tuning slide.

THE BRUA C. KEEFER MFG. CO.
WILLIAMSPORT, PA.

Makers of the Famous

KEEFER— KEEFER -
WILLIAMS SIMONS

TRUMPETS TROMBONES

Designed and developed by artists of world
renown, and manufactured by real craftsmen
backed by the experience of more than three-
quarters of a century.

-

THE WORLD'S GREATEST
BAND AND ORCHESTRA INSTRUMENTS

Write Today for Complete
Descriptions and Prices

Three bore sizes are mentioned in 1926:

1= 0.458” measured from several examples

2 = 0.435” measured from one example

3 = ? very rare so not sure on this one




