
Keefer Trumpets 
Williamsport, PA 

1909-1941 

  Although Henry Distin rarely built any trumpets, it seems that 
Brua Keefer made at least a few shortly after taking over the 
company in 1909. The earliest I have a record of is #828 and 
marked with the early stamped “Highest Grade” logo. 

      The Weatherwax brothers toured the country in 1910-1917 and 
used two Keefer Eb trumpets shown in this undated photo 

c.1910. 

 

 There are only a few examples found before serial numbers 
jump to 5000. 

 

 



#6984 c.1913, This still carries the Highest Grade label carried 
over from Distin. (auction photos below and #1 & 2 page 1) 

 

#7007 c.1913 (auction photo) 

 

#7670 c.1914 (Horn-u-copia.net) 

 

#10368 with Union label & USQMC for a military contract c.1917 
(author’s photos below, p1 #3 & #1&2 at right). In 1922, 

this is referred to as the Stentor model. 

  



#10618 Cabaret model c.1920 (Horn-u-copia.net) 

 

#10698 c.1918 with USQMC mark 

 

#11620 Cabaret model c.1920 (auction photos below & #1) 

 

#11644 Cabaret model c.1920 (auction photo) 

 

#11883 c.1921 (auction photos below & #2) 

 



#11987 Cabaret model c.1921 (below & #1 at right) 

 

#12122 Cabaret model c.1922 (Horn-u-copia.net) 

 

1922 Trumpet ad – “Cabaret Caliber” name was used for 
trombones as well 

 

1922 Catalog illustration of new Eb Bass trumpet 

 

Matching bass trumpet #12978 c.1924 (below & #2-4) 

 



#12422 Cabaret model c.1923 (auction photo) 

 

#12620 c.1923 (National Music Museum below & #1) 

 

#12733 Stentor model c.1924 (auction photo below & #2) 

 

 

#10006 Keefer – Williams model c.1924 (auction photo next pg.) 

This is the earliest example I have found, and they are 
using a different serial number sequence which probably 
started at 10000. These were designed by Brua Keefer Jr 
and trumpet player Ernest Williams, who later founded 
the Williams School of Music in Brooklyn. The 1924 
catalog does not have these but a February 1925 ad says 
the new trumpets were developed over the past year. 



 

The bell engraving for #10006 at right is crudely done. 

These were designed after the French Besson trumpets (below; 
Robb Stewart photo) 

 

Keefer – Williams #10008 c.1924; #2 bore (auction photo) 

 

1924 Catalog page showing the Stentor model trumpet which 
looks just like the earlier Cabaret model. 

 

#10033 Keefer-Williams model c.1925 (below & #2-3) 

 



#13032 Stentor model c.1925 (auction photos below & #1 at r.) 

 

#13041 Stentor model c.1925 (auction photo) 

 

#13131 Stentor model c.1925 (auction photos below & #2) 

 

1924 Catalog page showing the new “Harmonic” series 
trumpets which were marked with three numbers: #1 for 
Philharmonic (38oz) for orchestra use, #2 for 
Milharmonic (36oz) for military use, and #3 for 
Dansharmonic (32oz) for dance bands. Along with these 
were introduced the Maestro model mouthpieces in #1 for 
medium cup and rim, #2 for medium cup and wide rim, 
and #3 for shallow cup and medium rim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#13181 Harmonic model c.1925 (auction photo) 

 

#13274 Harmonic model c.1925 (below & #1) 

 

#13339 Stentor model c.1925 

 

Patent #1,555,986 was granted to Brua Keefer Jr and 
worker Eugene Galetti on October 6th, 1925 with 
assignment to the Keefer Co. This was a tuning slide 
adjustment used on some trombones and trumpets. They 
applied for this on May 29th, 1923 and although they don’t 
show up in the 1924 catalog, they may have started using 
them later that year. (photos 3 & 4 of #13350) 

 

 

 



#13350 with new tuning slide adjustor and unique 1st slide trigger 
c.1924 (auction photos below & #1 at right) 

 

#13355 c.1924 (auction photo below & #2) 

 

#13624 c.1925; a rare example with reversed 3rd slide (auction 
photo) 

 

#13669 Philharmonic model #1 c.1926 in gold plate 
(author’s collection below & #3 at right) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#10053 “JR-2” model c.1925 (auction photo) 

 

#10056 c.1925 – marked “JR” & “2” on middle valve; the design 
is like the Williams models but without the third slide ring; 
pinky ring is a replacement & lead pipe has a repair collar; 
shown with a Maestro model 1 mouthpiece; 0.435” bore, 
4-11/16” bell, 19-1/4” long (author’s photos below & #1) 

 

#10060 “JR-2” model c.1925 (author’s photos below & #2&3) 

 

Original case, oil can, mouthpiece & Couesnon mute for #10060. 

The case is stamped with the Bull’s Head Trademark with 
F&F which dates this to between 1920 and 1928 when 
Felsburg & Co. of Newark, NJ owned that mark. 

 

 



#10098 c.1925 – Williams model also with “JR” (Brua Jr design?) 
and “2” (auction photos below & #1 at right) 

 

#20002 Intonatic model c.1925 (Pascal photo below & #2) 

 

 At this time, all trumpets appear to combine serial 
numbers starting with 24000. The Stentor model seems to 
have been dropped, the Harmonic trumpets go up to 
13700, the “JR” model is dropped, and the Keefer – 
Williams model goes up to 10098. There are no serial 
numbers found in the 14000 to 18000 range and very few 
in the 18000 to 22000 range with no trumpets except the 
example above. In my dating, I have assumed a start for 
the Williams model in 1924 with a steady production rate 
up to 1930 then a slower rate through the Depression up to 
1941. 

#24000 Harmonic model c.1927 (below & #3) 

 

 

 

 

 



#24074 Dansharmonic model #3 c.1927 (auction photo) 

 

#24100 Keefer-Williams model c.1927. This has some of the 
finest engraving ever done by Charles Otto. (below & #1) 

 

#24108 c.1927 (auction photos below & #2) 

 

#24405 Milharmonic #2 with a micro-tuner slide and new pinky 
ring c.1928 (auction photo) 

 

 

 

 



Here is another of the same design – serial number not known 
(HUC) 

 

#24468 – c.1928 (HUC, below & #1) 

 

Williams model – note the second slide angled forward, serial 
number not known (auction) 

 

#24480 Keefer-Williams #2 (o.438”) model c.1928 with 
hammered bell. (auction photos below & #2-3 at right) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#24516 Williams #1 (0.458”) c.1928 is a rare example with the 3rd 
slide ring on top. It also has separate Bb & A tuning slides 

with oval braces. (author’s coll. below & #1-2 at right) 

 

So far, I have recorded five from a short period when they created 
a hand-hammered finish on the inside of the bell. 

#24589 Dansharmonic #3 c.1928 (auction photo below & #3) 

 

#24xxx Williams model c.1928 

 

#24756 Harmonic model c.1929 (auction photo) 

 

 

 

 

 



#24774 Keefer-Williams c.1929 (auction photos below & #1) 

 

 

#24819 Williams model c.1929 (auction photo) 

 

#24875 Harmonic #2 c.1929 with unique first slide saddle and 
broken tuning adjuster. (auction photos below & #2-3) 

 

I have no idea how that saddle is supposed to work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#24932 Williams model c.1929 (auction photos below & #1-2) 

 

Case tag from #24932 matching a common bell engraving 

 

Keefer-Williams mouthpiece from #24932 

 

#24968 Williams #1 model with 0.458” bore c.1929 (auction 
photos below & #3 at right) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#25000 Keefer-Williams #3 c.1930 (below & #1 at right) 

 

#25171 Keefer-Williams #1 c.1932 

 

#25272 Williams #2 model c.1933 with forward 2nd valve slide 
(auction photos below & #2-3 at right) 

 

#25341 Williams #1 (0.458”) c.1934 (author’s photo) 

 

#25361 Keefer-Williams Special model - c.1934 (auction photo) 

 

 



#25429 Keefer-Williams model c.1935 (HUC) 

 

#25455 Keefer-Williams Special #1 c.1935 (below & #1) 

 

#25490 Keefer-Williams Special c.1936 (below & #2) 

 

#25500 Keefer-Williams model c.1936 (below & #3) 

 

#25516 Williams #1 model with “JR” c.1936 (auction photo) 

 



October 1929 ad in Boy’s Life magazine 

 

#25521 Keefer-Williams Special model c.1937 (author’s photos 
below & #3-4 at right) 

 



#25552 Williams model c.1937 (auction photo) 

 

#25714 Williams #3 model c.1940 (auction photos below & #1) 

 

#25733 Williams “JR” #2; 0.435” bore; 4.625” bell; 19.6” long 
(author’s photos below & #2-3 at right) 

 

#25751 Keefer-Williams JR-2 c.1940 (auction photo) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#30097 Custom Large bore 0.463” c.1941 (author’s photos) 

 

 

 

 



#31058 – Intonatic model – c.1941 - 0.465” bore (HUC); the 
highest number I have found 

 

Keefer Maestro Model 1 gold-plated mouthpiece. In 1924, the 
Model 1 was a medium cup & rim, Model 2 was medium 
cup with wide rim, & Model 3 was shallow cup with med. 

rim. (author’s photo) 

 

 

 

 

Long-time engraver Charles Otto at his bench in 1922. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Advertising / 1920-1928 

October 1920 International Musician 

 

January 1921 International Musician 

 



May 1923 International Musician 

 

November 1923 International Musician 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



January 1924 International Musician 

 

March 1924 International Musician 

This is the first mention of an Eb trumpet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May 1924 International Musician 

 

July 1924 International Musician 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



August 1924 International Musician 

 

#13669 (author’s collection) 

 

 This trumpet is marked “No.1”, which would imply the 
heaviest, large-bore Philharmonic model. The actual bore 
is 0.435”. The threaded tuning adjuster was patented in 
October of 1925 and doesn’t show up in advertising in the 
above examples from 1924. 

 Summary of Harmonic Series models from advertising: 

 Model Bore  Weight Name    
#1 L (0.458”) 38 oz  Philharmonic 
#2 M (0.448”?) 36 oz  Milharmonic 
#3 S (0.435”) 32 oz  Dansharmonic 

 Was #13669 marked wrong? The weight is 33.5 oz without 
the mouthpiece, which puts it between #2 & #3. This may 
be a #3 model with added weight coming from the tuning 
slide adjuster. 

 Trumpet #24181 is marked “1” and has a 0.458” bore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



September 1924 International Musician 

The earliest ad showing the tuning adjuster. 

Earnest Williams played this model during the 1923-1924 winter 
concerts with the Philadelphia Orchestra. 

 

October 1924 International Musician 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



January 1925 International Musician 

 

February 1925 International Musician 

The new Keefer-Williams trumpet developed in the last year. 

 

 What’s interesting here is that all the early ads from 1925 
and 1926 show a first slide saddle, something not found on 
any K-W model and only once on a Harmonic model 
#24875. 

 

 
 

 



January 1926 International Musician 

 

February 1926 International Musician 

 

 

 



January 1928 International Musician 

By this time, the design has changed to one matching a 
majority of the examples found: a bottom third slide ring 
and straight brace for the tuning slide. 

 

 Three bore sizes are mentioned in 1926: 

 1 = 0.458” measured from several examples 

 2 = 0.435” measured from one example 

 3 = ? very rare so not sure on this one 


